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Dear Friends,

Are you making any New Year's Resolutions?

Greetings
name
Christ!

of

the
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Lord

the
Jesus

We have just com-

pleted an historic year in the
history of Lake Houston United Methodist Church.

We

resumed regular worship and
classes, and the office buildings which had been so devastated by the floodwaters of
Hurricane Harvey were not only restored, but rebuilt to

May I suggest that you begin a regular Bible reading
program if you don't have one already? May I suggest
you plan to pray through the Psalms, that you use the
Psalms to enhance your prayer life?

Soon we will be

talking about forming Wesleyan “bands” here for those
who are interested.

These bands are small groups,

three or four people, who come together with the intent
of seeking more of God. Does this spark your interest?
We'll be talking more about that as the year goes forward.

be better than before. We now have a Children's Wing
where before we had Children's Ministries, Sunday
School and nursery at various and scattered places
throughout the Church. Now they are together, and the

God bless you all, friends. May this be a special year for
us all. As John Wesley said, “Best of all, God is with us.”

Children's Director's office is located at the end of the
hall, where the Pastor's Study used to be. We completed an incredible capital campaign, “Rising from the Wa-

Faithfully in Jesus Christ,

ter”, and raised over $1 million in pledges under the di- Pastor Frank
rection of Ken and Daralyn Schubert and all of the campaign team. Only God saw such an end in sight for us
when we began the year!
Who knows all of what 2019 will bring? We are
planning to begin construction on the new Sanctuary,
with the hope and prayer that we be holding services
there this time next year. There is much to do before
then, but that's where we're heading, folks!

We are

“Rising from the Water” indeed!
The new year sees Cathy Frasier, our wonderful
Administrative Assistant, leaving the church for a wonderful job opportunity. Cathy has been with us over four
years, and led the way to the staff reclaiming our offices
after we had so much destruction. She has served with
a great deal of faith, heart and courage.

We will miss

her and wish her well.
The New Year begins with a District Training
Event at The Woodlands United Methodist Church on
Sunday, January 27, from 2-6 pm. All of our leadership
team members are encouraged to attend. These trainings are excellent, and all who are in leadership are encouraged to attend.

The Prayer Corner
I’d like to
close out the
year by touching
on two topics.
First, I’ll share
my New Year’s
resolution.
I write these words, knowing full well I’ll break my
resolution. But when I do, I’ll simply make it again.
Then again, and again… For I learned a long time
ago that I need God’s help in doing what I can’t do
on my own. And what I can’t do on my own is to let
go of my busy-ness. I’ve written before about Lazarus’ two sisters, Mary and Martha. We recall that
Mary knew how to still herself and sit at Jesus’ feet.
She knew how to drink in His words and His presence. Martha, on the other hand, deprived herself
of much that her Master offered, because she was
so busy DOING & being about this and that. I’m
guessing a lot of people wrestle with finding the
balance between the Mary and Martha sides of our
personalities. I know I do. I know I always have.
Because we’re all called both to BE and to DO. For
Psalm 46:10 says we should “BE still and know
that I am God”, and James 2:18 says, “I will show
you my faith by what I DO”.
I’m very slowly reading a book titled When the
Heart Waits, by Sue Monk Kidd. Ms. Kidd shares
on page 19 the following quote by philosopher Henry David Thoreau, that “Nothing can be more useful
to a man than a determination not to be hurried.”
And since those words have become emblazoned
on my brain, (in fact, I think I mentioned them in
another Prayer Corner article several months ago), I
believe they make the perfect basis for my New
Year’s resolution: “I determine not to be hurried.”
In fact, I’ll strengthen those words by saying: “I will
not be hurried.” In other words, I’m going to exercise my faith according to Romans 4:17 by “calling
those things that aren’t (yet) as though they were.”
So even though I’ll backslide, even though those
words might sound to me like a bold-faced lie when
I’m saying them, I’m going to trust God to daily continue that work of transformation in me. I’ll trust
Him to make me more like Jesus, who didn’t hurry
but who walked in the power of the Spirit, in His Father’s peace and presence.

by Janie Webster

Now, for my second topic. I want to thank Cathy
Frasier for her countless helps with my Prayer Corner articles, these past several years. Her skill,
grace, and patience have been abundant on my behalf, and I’m grateful. She has consistently enlightened and encouraged me. She has prayed with &
for me. I will miss her mightily! So, knowing that
Cathy will be meeting new challenges as she moves
to a new work place, and knowing that we’ll be
meeting new challenges in her absence and as we
adjust to a new person sitting at Cathy’s desk, I invite you to pray with me:
_______________________________________________
We come in Jesus’ name, Father, thanking You once
again for new beginnings! We thank You for a new year,
following Your amazing work among us in 2018! We
thank You for Cathy’s heartfelt ministry at Lake Houston,

as what she’s put her hand to has impacted each of us,
to one degree or another.

You know the record of

Cathy’s works, Lord. You have set before her a door
wide open, which no one is able to shut. You direct,
make straight and plain Cathy’s path; You promote her.
She increases in Your wisdom, in stature and in favor
with You and with man!
And we thank You, Father, for the right person to take

Cathy’s place. We trust You’ve prepared the way.
We trust You to speak to our hearts about what we
must each be resolute, and maybe the best New Year’s
resolution for each of us would be that, through You in
us, we purpose to grow in more knowledge and love of
You! Oh, Lord, please take us higher up and deeper in.
So be it. Amen.

Director of Children’s Ministry:
CHRISTEN THIBODEAUX

The ABC’s of the Golden Rule
by Barbara Holland
Ask: “Is this what Jesus wants me to do?”

J.A.M. Children’s Ministry is for children in
preschool (4 years old by September 1st) through 5th
grade.

Be a friend.
Cheer on a teammate.

Do to others as you’d have them do to you.

Children will enjoy Bible lessons, crafts, worship, and a
light dinner. JAM is held Sundays 5:30-7:30pm

Encourage someone.

January

Forgive.

January 6th, 13th & 20th

Give a compliment.
Help someone learn something new.

January 27th ~ No Jam/Youth Lakeview Camp

Invite someone to hang out with you.
Jump in to help out when you see a need.
Kind words—make using them a habit.
Listen carefully.

Make someone laugh.
Never make fun of anyone.

All children activities are held in the new children's
area in the Church office building (Sunday School,

Offer to let someone go ahead of you.

Children's Church, J. A. M. & Nursery). Parents will

Play with a younger neighbor to give parents a break.

need to pick up their child(ren) from their

Question how your actions affect others.
Remember those who are lonely.
Share your stuff.
Thank someone.
Use your talents to help others.

Visit an animal shelter.
Write a thank you note
X-tra help is a gift you can give each day.
You can offer kindness—and watch it spread!
Zero in on someone who needs to know you care.

Everything we know about God's Word is
summed up in a single sentence ~

LOVE others as you LOVE yourself. Galatians 5:14

Christen Thibodeaux
Director of Children's Ministry
LHUMC ~ http://www.lakehoustonumc.com/

classrooms.

Dear Church,

Each month
LHUMC partners
with Huffman First
Baptist to provide a
food pantry for the
community.
Participants are required to reside in
the Huffman ISD.
They are allowed to
go once per month.
The food bank is
open Tuesday and
Thursday from 9am
- 12 noon.

I wanted to thank you for a good 4 1/2 year
run.
I know that as far as Administrative assistants
go, I am not the best—lots of errors and ooops
throughout. BUT the job is not just about filling in a bulletin and making a Clarion. It is
about loving the people. I sincerely hope that I
did that better than I did at capturing the correct song or sermon title or date on a program.
My goal here was to provide support to whatever area of ministry needed it, comfort hurting, and generally fill in the gaps as needed.
I have enjoyed getting to know so many of
you—lunches, conversations, surprise chocolates in the mail, the love and respect with the
fellow staff, Ann’s morning hugs, girl chats, and
music trivia with P. Frank.
Attention Travelers:
I pray for the person who is sitting in this chair
The small soaps, shamnext—may they feel as loved as I have.
poos and other personal items that you find in
Cathy Frasier
hotel rooms are great
Administrative Assistant (for 2 more days)
items to donate to the
food pantry. These
items are kept in a basket on the counter so
that those that need
the items can help
themselves. If you
would bring these
items home with you
when you travel, then
you can donate to the

food pantry. Just a
way to help without
spending any additional funds.

Our church is responsible to stock
the shelves with the
following items:
Tuna
Diced Tomatoes
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Pasta
Jelly
Canned Meat
Soup
Canned Chicken
Macaroni Noodles
Canned Veggies
Canned Ravioli
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Fruit

Any nonperishable

We Collect POP TABS

For Ronald
McDonald House
I want to say "Thank You" to everyone who so generously saves pop tabs from soda, soup, etc. cans for Ronald
McDonald House!! (There is a jar for them in the Sanctuary
kitchen and the CFC.) This is a big help for Ronald McDonald
Houses everywhere! They have made many thousands of
dollars from this program to help families who need to stay in
these Houses while their children are
hospitalized near by.
Our church has saved a lot of
tabs to help them throughout the years. It
is an on-going mission of ours. Thank you
and God Bless you for it! Sincerely,
Judy Cox

Usher Help Needed
If you like to greet people, give a hug, and
generally be a welcoming member of
Lake Houston UMC ushering IS the job
for you. Please contact Ann Whittington
for the 8:30 service
and Fred Baker for
the 10:45 service.
Thank you

General Giving

12/2

General Fund

$7,846
$147

Bible Study Literature
Building Use
Monthly Budget Needs

12/9

12/16

$5,696

$6,696

12/23
$4,799

$16
$33,809

$33,809

Collections Month to Date

$25,052

Actual Month to Date Expenditures

$15,547

YTD Budget Needs

$418,648

Collections Year to Date
Actual Expenditures Year to Date

$332,468
$338,717

Attendance

162

162

137

158

The staff would like
to thank you all for
the Love Offering
you gave. Thank you
for allowing us to
serve you for another year. Merry
Christmas and the
Happiest New Year
to you and yours.

Missions Committee
Anyone interest in joining our committee is welcome! We do not have assigned members that rotate like most of the committees so we recruit our
own. If interested, please contact Judy Piercy 281844-2473. I do work so it might go to voice mail during the day but I will call you back! Judy Piercy 281
844 2473
If you know of someone who needs help or if you
yourself needs help, call! We want to be a resource
for our church and our community.
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Communion
Rail Offering For January:

Local Benevolence

2019
M o n

8:30am- Worship
9:45 am - Sunday
School
10:45am -Worship

6

13

20

Wed

T h u

F r i

S a t

1
Office Closed
Happy New
Year!!!

2
No Youth

3
Methodist
Men 7pm

4

5

7

8

9

10

11

12

Choir 6:30pm

AA 6pm
Prayer 7:00pm

14

15

16

17

18

19

Choir 6:30pm

AA 6pm
Prayer 7:00pm

21

22

23

24

25

26

Choir 6:30pm

AA 6pm
Prayer 7:00pm

28

29

30

31

Choir 6:30pm

AA 6pm
Prayer 7:00pm

Finance
3:30pm
27

T u e
12:30pm Bible Study
7:00pm- Prayer
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D’Ann Bailey—Early
stage breast cancer,
surgery
pending
12/31—Angie Ludwig’s
request
Dianne
Branin—
Home recovering from
multiple injuries from
car accident, extreme
pain
Terry Bratton et
al—Deployed to Calif.
fire disaster
Celeste Brunner’s
Family—Died 12/15—
Lori Morris’s mom
Arlene
Cherry—
Family called in for
final visit—Pat Terry’s
mother-in-law
Jack
Coble—NE
Hosp., poor kidney
function—Linda Davis’
dad
Crosby ISD—Serious
financial crisis

Sybil
Echeverri—
Cancer—Cynthia Adam’s mom
Kim
Edwards—
Home recovering from
successful back surgery 11/26
Sherry Edwards—
Hosp., COPD, ventilator—Wendy Watson’s
request
Chips
Fountain—
home recovering from
back surgery 11/29

Homebound
Jane Allen
Adriana Bartliff
Purvis
Frasier—
Rehab—Cathy Frasier’s request
Kyle Free’s Family—Murdered—
Brenda Coats’ request
MaryEllen
Gardner—Home recovering from successful
hiatal hernia surgery
12/7
Shirley
Garies—
Broke bone in pelvis
Landen Howard—
Broke arm 2 places,
surgery
11/5—Kay
Richardson’s grandson
Janet
Jackson—
Large cancerous mass
on brain—Ken Burns’
mom
Jill Jacquot

Peter Jacquot

Aaron
Ochs—
Surgery pending, cancer of inner ear—Rose
Burnett’s request
Sarah R. Smith—
Recovering from double kidney infection
Justin
Swindell—
Hosp., multiple injuries, auto accident—
Cathy Frasier’s request
Barry & Wendy
Watson—Moving to
S. Carolina early 2019

Edie Whittington—
Home recovering from
TIA
Casey Yarbrough—
CNS Lymphoma B, 9th
round of chemo began
12/6—Stacie Marion’s
son
Kent Zavala Gastrointestinal distress

Jack
&
Bruner

Wanda

Roger &
Cassman

Dorothy

Gloria Cerrato
Judy Champagne
Sharon Crump
Alma Farley
Sue Groves
Billie Medley

George Messinger—
Lou Gehrig’s
Oma Dell Morris
Betty Platou
Carl & Sherrill Poteet
Nita Regan

Dolores Scott
Jack Sherer

Nancy
Johnson—
Knee replacement surgery 11/26—Ann Williams’ request

Our Church

Christine Jordan—
MS, extreme leg pain

Our Nation

Jerry & Ann Sparks
Anthony Thompson

Joyce Lloyd—Cancer
Ms.
Moore—
Hospice—David
Moore’s sister

Harlan Broeker

Our Military

Tony
Nadolski—
Hosp., stroke—Sharon
Mikolajczak’s husband

Remember to pray for those in service to our Lord, especially ~ Mike & Jessica

Doris Wood - Rehab

