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Rising from the Water

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.
(Isaiah 43:2)
Dear Friends,
Greetings

restoring the ministries and being transformed by
in

the

name of the Lord Jesus
Christ! What a difference
a year makes! This time
last year we we just beginning to grasp the enormity of the task before us. Almost all of our walls
in all of our buildings had to be cut away. Damp
and moldy sheet rock, flooring, carpet, insulation
and much more ruined in the floodwaters of Hurri-

cane Harvey started filling a dumpster. The carpet
in the Christian Fellowship Center (CFC) had to be
removed after a valiant effort to save it.

Pulling

the carpet up turned out to be herculean, with Judy Cox’s 4 wheeler, ropes and pipes and folks doing massive glue scraping for days. A massive
amount of volunteers from our church, our community and from outside — including 60 members
of a UMARMY from Christ UMC in College Station —

demo’d and saved us over $90,000 by doing the
work ourselves.

Everywhere and everything was

dust. The staff came back to work without walls or
floors, piecing together a semblance of order from
the chaos for months.
We worshipped outside for three weeks
while we readied the CFC for holding services. All
the while many of you were having to move out of
your homes that had been so heavily damaged.

Some of you lost your homes completely. Some of
you had to be rescued by boat. All of us learned to
pray in a new and deeper way, as it says in the
Psalms:

“Out of the depths I call to thee, O

Lord.” (Psalm 130:1)
Step by step we moved forward, holding
both services again, rebuilding the office space,

a greater vision of God’s call to service.

We

moved the staff offices up front, we created a children’s wing in preparation for starting a Mother’s
Day Out and so all Children’s activities could be in
one place. We were finished just in time to once
more host Family Promise, and to have the Rolling
River Rampage Vacation Bible School, where we
collected 1359 food items and 12 of our kids dedicated their lives to Christ.

We are now beginning the Rising from the
Water Capital Campaign to build a new Sanctuary
where we will have all our worship services.

We

have received matching grants from Moody Foundation and from The Woodlands United Methodist
Church, We have a grand task before us. Our former Sanctuary served us over 50 years, and this
new one will be a place for the followers of Christ
for many years to come. We will have baptisms,
weddings, funerals, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday and Easter morning services and so much
more. Many will change their lives forever by accepting Christ as their Savior and turning from
their sin.
God promised us, “When you walk through
the waters I will be with you” in Isaiah 43:2. We
have seen that to be true; we have seen it fulfilled
in our presence.
We will now move forward, and continue in
our mission of “Living to serve and serving to live
for Christ.”
Faithfully in Jesus Christ,
Pastor Frank

The Prayer Corner
This article isn’t
due for another
week, but Bob
and I are leaving
this Friday for a
w e e k
i n
Aransas Pass.
Since I knew I wouldn’t have much time to write before leaving, I decided to borrow a prayer I wrote
about 20 years ago. As I re-read the prayer, it
seemed to be an appropriate one to pray during this
church season. Because being still, seeking God’s
will, hearing His voice, knowing when to take actionAND when NOT to- are spiritual disciplines we all
need, particularly at this point in our church history.
Now, I’m suspecting I’m not the only one
who sometimes struggles with imbalanced time
management? (And speaking of balance, I went to
see a delightful little movie with my mama the other
day. It was titled Christopher Robin and it was
about a grown-up Christopher, too out-of-balance,
too ensnared in the busy-ness of life, to remember
the wise advice of his beloved imaginary childhood
friend, Winnie the Pooh. Pooh Bear had a wealth of
advice for Christopher, but one of his best suggestions was that, “Doing nothing can turn into the
best kind of Something!”
“What a dumb statement!”, I first thought to
myself. But not so much, when I connected it to
prayer. Because praying can look like we’re not doing much of anything. And “being still” can look like
we’re doing absolutely nothing! But God promises
in Psalm 46:10, “Be still, AND KNOW THAT I AM
GOD”. And when I read that verse, I have to agree
with Pooh. For, oh-what-a-blessing, “THE BEST
KIND OF SOMETHING”, when we spend time in
God’s presence, when God transforms our nothings
into everything He meant for them to be, an we
come to know that He, not you or me, is God.
THE SOURCE- Lord, who I long to be wages
war with who and what I am. You’ve told me You’ll
keep in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee (1*)- so I position myself, just right, at Your
feet. I rest my chin on Your knee, plug into Your
Presence, and prepare for contact… But, rudely,

by Janie Webster

the phone rings. A voice cuts the silence. A clock
ticks. A ceiling fan whirs. A car door slams. A dog
barks. Or, for no discernible reason, even, I desert
spiritual pursuits and, in less time than it took to
settle at Your feet, my fickle thoughts stray from
You to whatever I’ve done or yet need to do. So our
static-filled connection is severed before real contact was ever made. My renegade mind runs readily rampant with furtive, darting thought of all but
You. And I realize that too many circuits, veering off
to left and right, vie for my attention.
Two sisters, both beloved by You, Lord, made
different choices. (2*) Mary knew when to shut out
the world and when to sink to her knees, in awed
silence, by Your side. But Martha never rested. She
busied herself with this and that, preparing her
best, she thought, for You- her Honored Guest. In
fact, she even complained to You that Mary hadn’t
helped. Martha never stopped. She never sat. She
never realized that “this” and “that” were poor substitutes for quiet moments of drinking in You. She
never saw how empty and pointless forced acts of
service can be, when we deplete ourselves with
martyr’s forbearance and then feebly defend ourselves with, “Well, someone had to do it, if it was
gonna get done!” She never knew her need to heed
Your invitation. To still herself. To sit and sup, in
simple style, with You. To be refilled, replenished,
restored. (Therefore rested, of course, and empowered to do even MORE, in the name of her Lord!!)
I long to be like Mary, Jesus, but too often I walk
in Martha’s shoes. So still and refill me. Slow me
and show me- when to be Martha– and when to be
Mary. Show me what has to be done, what can
wait, and what should be forgotten. Be My Scales
and The Balance in my life. Be the Good Part (3*)
and The Source I plug into.
Please– and thank You!!
Amen.
Scripture references: (1*)Isaiah 26:3,
(2*) Luke 10:38-41, (3*) Luke 10:42

Director of Children’s Ministry:
CHRISTEN THIBODEAUX

My dearest church family,
I want to thank you for loving us through one of
the most difficult times of our life. The outpouring of
love and prayers has allowed us to feel God's presence
and his angels. Today has been one week since my mom
left. Although the hurt isn't close to leaving we are able
to see her beauty in the many things she loved: the sunshine, flowers blooming, birds chirping, finding sea
shells on the beach, laughs of children, hymns of praise,

J.A.M. Children’s Ministry is for children in
preschool (4 years old by September 1st) through 5th
grade.
Children will enjoy Bible lessons, crafts, worship, and a
light dinner.
Jam is back on Sundays 5:30 to 7:30
August 26th ~ JAM
All children activities are held in the new children's area
in the Church office building (Sunday School, Children's
Church, J.a.m. & Nursery). Parents will need to pick up
their child(ren) from their classrooms.

Christmas Carols, and so many other things God created. I know my mom's faith carried her straight to Heaven. She was incredibly loved by us, but also by God.
Please continue to pray for my dad, he doesn't know
any other life than the one he once had. Many of you
have asked when a service will be held, I don't foresee a
memorial service for my mom. In the many conversions
I've had with my dad about it, he still isn't ready. We do

plan to have a very small private family celebration of
her life sometime in September, even that brings tears
to his eyes. We need prayers for new meaning, new pur-

Be on the lookout for items to fill your Operation
Christmas Child shoebox. School Supplies are an
awesome filler and are on sale for the upcoming school
year. National Collection Week is always the third week
in November (November 12th–19th). If you need any
boxes, I have some available.

pose, for God to give us strength and to somehow get
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our joy back. I am holding onto those sweet memories

Women will meet again on

that made her who she was. We thank God daily that

Tuesday, September 11 at

she was a part of our lives, her life made a difference in
ours.

10am in the CFC.

Thank you for feeding us, the friendly visits, texts, phone

For more information

calls, uplifting conversations, thoughts, and prayers. We

contact Ann Williams at

love you all so much!
Christen, Derek, Emma and Ella Thibodeaux

281-324-2169

Go to the LHUMC web page at
http://lakehoustonumc.com/article/sharing-our-bestchurch-cookbook/
Thank you for supporting this great cause!
Cookbooks are $20 each.
We have some available if you were not able to order before.
Proceeds benefit the restoration of our church.
Questions, contact Tiffani Whitaker
at tiffwhit16@gmail.com

We Collect POP TABS

For Ronald
McDonald House
I want to say "Thank You" to everyone who so generously saves pop tabs from soda, soup, etc. cans for Ronald
McDonald House!! (There is a jar for them in the Sanctuary
kitchen and the CFC.) This is a big help for Ronald McDonald
Houses everywhere! They have made many thousands of
dollars from this program to help families who need to stay in
these Houses while their children are
hospitalized near by.
Our church has saved a lot of
tabs to help them throughout the years. It
is an on-going mission of ours. Thank you
and God Bless you for it! Sincerely,
Judy Cox

Each month
LHUMC partners
with Huffman First
Baptist to provide a
food pantry for the
community.
Participants are required to reside in
the Huffman ISD.
They are allowed to
go once per month.
The food bank is
open Tuesday and
Thursday from 9am
- 12 noon.

food pantry. Just a
way to help without
spending any additional funds.

items are kept in a basket on the counter so
that those that need
the items can help
themselves. If you
would bring these
items home with you
when you travel, then
you can donate to the

Any nonperishable

Our church is responsible to stock
the shelves with the
following items:

Tuna
Diced Tomatoes
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Pasta
Jelly
Canned Meat
Soup
Attention Travelers:
Canned Chicken
The small soaps, shamMacaroni Noodles
poos and other personal items that you find in Canned Veggies
Canned Ravioli
hotel rooms are great
Macaroni & Cheese
items to donate to the
food pantry. These
Canned Fruit

Usher Help Needed
If you like to greet people, give a hug, and
generally be a welcoming member of
Lake Houston UMC ushering IS the job
for you. Please contact Ann Whittington
for the 8:30 service
and Fred Baker for
the 10:45 service.
Thank you
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General Giving

7/29

General Fund

$5,519
$11

Bible Study Literature

8/5
$10,167

8/12
$6,584

Monthly Budget Needs

$33,809

$33,809

Collections Month to Date

$30,201

$10,903

Actual Month to Date Expenditures

$29,563

$15,460

YTD Budget Needs

$236,663

$270,472

Collections Year to Date

$194,504

$205,407

Actual Expenditures Year to Date

$205,918

$221,378

Attendance

168

160

169

Family Promise is coming!
My church family is
awesome! I am so
blessed to be a part
of Lake Houston United Methodist Church.
This past year has led me through some hills and

valleys I had not expected. But, because of my church family and the prayers they continually lifted up on my behalf, I
was able to push through even the toughest days. Knowing
that God was beside me all the way, every day, was a constant reminder that I would never be in this alone. And,
when I had a particularly bad day in the hospital, all I had
to do was reach out and ask Jesus to help me make it

September 23-30, 2018
Posters will be up in the CFC shortly but you can sign up on
signup genius thru the LHUMC website now!
WE NEED YOU! Help us as we transform lives and give a
helping hand to families rebuilding their lives! If you haven’t participated before, consider volunteering or just come
visit one night to see what it’s all about.
To
learn more
http://www.fplh.org/

about

Family

Promise

visit

You can see and hear what graduates of the program have
to say about the impact on their lives.

through. And that, he certainly did. He was at work in every
room on that floor. I could feel it.
So, I want to say “Thank You!” to all of you who
prayed for me, for the cards and phone calls, the delicious
meals brought to our home, and all those angels who drove
me to my appointments. Thanks to those who gave me
head covers and pretty pins to decorate them when I found
myself without hair once again.
Thank you also for the
surprise birthday party and all the
wonderful cards I received. I will
never forget it. May God bless all of
you!

Jolene Wilson

We are celebrating a graduation on September 6, 2018,
7:00 pm Strawbridge UMC, Kingwood – a excellent way to
come see what the program is all about. In fact, this is my
recommended way to experience just a piece of the program, observe the families and hear about the experiences
of this family that was at our church just a few short weeks
ago. The timing is perfect! We will be celebrating the success of Jason and Harmony’s family. They have three girls
ranging in age from 3 – 13! Come join us!
A sincere thank you to all of you who support this mission! We are honored to be a part of it and without you we
couldn’t do it!
We are also making plans for the Pumpkin Patch. This year
the pumpkins will be delivered on Saturday October 6!
Mark your calendars! Just think of how great that fall
weather is going to feel!
Judy Piercy—Missions Chair
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Communion
Rail Offering For September:

Mike & Jessica Ministry

2018
M o n

8:30am- Worship
9:45 am - Sunday
School
10:45am -Worship

T u e

T h u

Wed

F r i

S a t

12:30pm Bible Study
7:00pm- Prayer

1

2

9

4

Choir 6:30pm

Prayer
7:00pm

10

11 LHCW
10am
Prayer
7:00pm

12

17

18

Choir 6:30pm

Prayer
7:00pm

24

25

Choir 6:30pm

16

23

Prayer
7:00pm
30

5

3

6

7

8

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Methodist
Men 7pm
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JP
Andree—Cancer,
Hospice—Kathy
Dodgen’s request
Ray
Andrew’s
&
Family—Mother-in-law
died—Shawn Andrew’s
request
Fred
Baker—
Successful oral surgery
8/22
Helen
Ballard—
Hospice—Elsie Conner’s
request
Dianne
Branin—
Home recovering from
multiple injuries from
car accident, extreme
pain
Martha
Briggs—
Hospice
Dorothy
Brown—
Health concerns
Gary
Burkhart—
Home recovering
Gavin Burns—Travel
mercies
Amy Cagle—Remains
cancer
free!—Vanessa
Cascio’s niece
Gloria
Cerrato—
Debilitating neck & back
pain, successful procedure 7/31
Judy Champagne—
Ongoing health concerns
Chesser
Family—
Unspoken serious concern
Ronnie
Clear—
Hermann
Memorial
Downtown—Car
accident—Melanie Taylor’s
brother
John
Coats—Heart
concerns—Frank Coats’
brother
Molly
Courtney—
Cancer, lower back &
spine—Amy
Soto’s
cousin
Sharon Crump– Ongoing health concerns
Richard
Dodgen—
Successful prostrate surgery 8/9
Grace
Dowden—
Hospice,
not
doing
well—George
Wilkinson’s request

Sybil
Echeverri—
Breast cancer– Cynthia
Adams’ mom
Richard Elkin—Hosp.,
Gallbladder
surgery
pending—Tommie Whitaker’s grandpa
Anna Ermis—Induce
labor 8/22—Amy Soto’s
request
Shirley Garies—Broke
bone in pelvis
Glinda
Jackson’s
Family-—Died 8/15—
Christen Thibodeaux’s
mom
Jacob—Stage 4 kidney,
liver, colon & lymph
node disease—Christine
Jordan’s request
April Jennings—Peter
Jacquot’s request
Joyce Lloyd—Cancer,
new spot on liver
Chris
Ludwig’s
grandmother—Stroke,
rehab
Jack
McFarland—
Kidney stones out of
state—Daralyn
Schubert’s request
Jan McGaff’s Family—Died—Kelly
Freeman’s aunt
Tony Mikolajczak—
Travel mercies
Ms. Moore—Hospice—
David Moore’s sister
Margarita Moreno—
Rehab,
successful
gallbladder surgery 7/25
Garrett
Morris—
Single dad needs our
support
Joyce
Pell—Falling
Concerns—Marc Pell’s
mother
Betty Platou—Health
concerns
Annette
Sakala—
Health concerns—Peter
Jacquot’s request
Janice
Saucier—
Ongoing back proce-

dures
Jeri
Stodgill—Hosp.
ICU, severe kidney infection, improving—Tiffani
Whitaker’s grandmother
Grace Summers—16
yr. old awaiting heart
transplant—Richard
Dodgen’s request
Taylor Family—God
knows
Walter
Turner—
Forced
retirement—
Peter Jacquot’s request
Manuel
Valentin—
Brain rehab after injured
by drunk driver—Peter
Jacquot’s request
Pat Ward—Hosp., very
sick, MS—James Reed’s
mother-in-law
Fred Whittington—
Colon surgery pending
Matt Williams—Skin
grafts pending—Ann &
Tobe Williams’ son
Jolene
Wilson—
Cancer
Kathy Woody—Health
concerns—Peter
Jacquot’s request
Casey
Yarbrough—
CNS
Lymphoma
B,
round 3 chemo—Stacie
Marion’s son
Cindy Young—Failing
health—Peter Jacquot’s
request
All Flood Victims &
their families
Our Church
Our Nation
Homebound
Jane Allen
Harlan Broeker
Jack Bruner
Roger & Dorothy
Cassman
Alma Farley
Sue Groves
Billie Medley
George Messinger

Remember to pray for those in service to our Lord, especially ~ Mike & Jessica

Oma Dell Morris
Carl & Sherrill Poteet
Nita Regan
Jack Sherer
Jerry & Ann Sparks
Anthony Thompson
Doris Wood - Hosp.
Our Armed Forces
William (Brad) Ballard
John L. Belsha III
John V. Brahm
Richard Brahm
Grant H. Bruner
Roger Cassman III
Shailynn Cassman
Marcus Allen Colburn
Michael Stanton Cyr
Ean Davis
Bryan Dodd
Shawn Paul Dyer
Taylor Frasier
Allan Garies
Daniel Garies
Christopher Hall
Devin Haynes
Scott Heavin
Jason Heinrichs
Josh Higdon
Eddie Hillburn
Nate Hoag
Nick Lange
Brian Lilly
Nate Martin
Dustin Matthies
Joshua Matthies
Mike McDermott
Christopher
Travis
McGinnis
Alton Moore
Thomas Moreno
Paul Musachia
Chris Neuendorff
Jesse Neuendorff
Kris Casy Pelley
Chris Pummill
Tony Sharts
Eric Tapp
Jarrod Tatom
Ryan Vollemaere
David Walker
Austin Whittington
Jacob Whittington
Whitt Whitton
Andrew Wickes
Austin Wickes
Jenny Wickes

