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Throughout all of this, and more, we have seen
God at work in the people of Lake Houston United
Dear friends,
Greetings in the

Methodist Church. Brett McGregor and the Trustees
have done exceptional work in leading and planning
the work that has been done and will be done. Cas-

name of the Lord Jesus

sandra McGregor has led the Restore, Rebuild, TransChrist! As 2017 comes to a form campaign as we get our story out to a wider auclose, we give thanks that
dience. Linda Davis, Ann Williams, Rose Burnett and
God has brought us through many others provided meals for workers day after day,
a most difficult and most
and countless others contributed in significant ways to
rewarding and most reveal- keep us alive.
ing year.

Ken Burns joined us this year as Director of

In August, Hurricane Harvey forever changed

Youth Ministries, and he and his wife Cyndi have added
Lake Houston United Methodist Church. We had water energy and depth to not only our youth program, but
throughout our buildings and both our Sanctuary and
to the entire church. We have an incredible staff here,
Christian Fellowship Center were unfit for worship. We and I hope you all know that.
met outside for three weeks while thousands of volunSince August the staff has been working under
teer hours prepared the CFC, cut and pulled sheetrock,
severe conditions, and has worked cheerfully and well,
insulation and flooring. An estimated $96,000 worth
making the best of life without walls and without a
of demolition was done by volunteers from our church,
great deal of organization. Cathy Frasier and Ann
from the community, and from elsewhere including 60
Whittington are here day after day, doing their work in
from a U.M. A.R.M.Y. in College Station.
their usual excellent manner. Christen Thibodeaux
We began the campaign to Restore, Rebuild,
and her team – including Misty Baird, our Nursery DiTransform.

rector -- have started Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) for Chil-

On the fourth week after the storm we met

dren’s Ministry and have seen it grow even though

inside again, in the CFC. After a few weeks we went

they are meeting at Community Baptist Church!

back to two services, both held there. The Sanctuary

George Wilkinson seeks to put on the best worship

suffered extreme damage and we plan to explore cre-

service possible every week, often under trying condi-

ating a capital campaign in 2018 to tear down the ex-

tions.

isting structure and build a new building which will
seat close to 300 people.
We hope to start rebuilding the office building

So 2017 has been a trying year, but also rewarding in that we have seen God at work as we decide we will move forward into where God is calling us

in January, and plans are to move some of the staff

to “a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). Further,

offices to the north side of the building, where the

we have had a revealing year as we see once again

choir room and a Sunday School class used to be.

the Body of Christ responding to needs here and in our

This will free one wing for a concentration on Chil-

community.

dren’s Ministry.

journey with you.

Plans are underway to begin a Moth-

We are so grateful to be sharing this

er’s Day Out program here, and perhaps one day a
preschool.
Funds for the rebuilding will be coming from

Faithfully in Jesus Christ,

donations and from the sale of property to the State of Pastor Frank
Texas for the widening of FM 2100.

The Prayer Corne
The Lord
has been dealing with me
lately, concerning time. Misspent
time.
Not too early, not too late- timely time. Cuz
wise use of time, I’ve long known, is not
one of my strong suits.
Just last week, that point was again driven home for me. Here’s what happened.
But first, let me give you a little background. Bob and I have three daughters.
They love each other. They’d do anything
for each other. But they have their differences. Our daughter, Sarah Beth, was preparing for a home full of houseguests,
when our daughter, Ashley, who lives in
Austin, texted to see if they could bring
their big dog along with their 3-year-old son
and 9-month-old daughter, for their 2-night
stay. For multiple reasons I won’t go into,
S.B. didn’t feel she could say yes. Concerned she’d hurt her sister’s feelings, she
called me so she could talk through her
predicament. She was pressed for time, so
I said I’d compose a tactful response she
could give her sister. But the words didn’t
flow. I got it done, but spent more time on
it than I’d ever planned, and then- go figure?! No more than ½ an hour after I’d
texted S.B. the response I’d labored over,
Ashley sent S.B. a 2nd text that said,
“Disregard my earlier request, Sissy. We
found someone to keep the dog.” Later, as
S.B. shared with me about hearing again
from Ashley, the Lord shared with me how I
wouldn’t have wasted valuable time composing an unnecessary response, had I
WAITED on and trusted Him to work things
out. And that revelation ministered TRUTH
to me in a very real way.

by Janie Webster

Also concerning the subject of time,
Pastor Frank recently began re-teaching us
about Advent, the first season of the
church calendar year. Advent’s defined as
that “beautiful time of expectant WAITING
and spiritual preparation for both the birth
& the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”. Interestingly enough, the
1st season of the church calendar year occurs at the very end of the secular calendar year. Again, we see God’s timing isn’t
ours.
Then my mind takes a sudden turn, and
I think about the holiday season’s perpetual rush hour. How road rage still runs rampant at a time when peace should prevail.
And it strikes me, once more, that our concept of time- and how to use it- is often
light years away from all God has in store
for us! Over and over, He seems to lately
say to me, “Janie, remember. My ways
aren’t your ways. My timing’s not your timing. You’re impatient. You don’t like to
wait. You too often take circumstances
(and time) into your own hands. I do sometimes call on you to go. But I also call on
you to WAIT. Just as my calendar year begins with a time of WAITING for Jesus, so
must your life begin- and be filled withWAITING on Him. Walking with Jesus,
Janie, might mean to simply WAIT!..”
There’s so much more I want to write
about WAITING and about GOD’S TIMING.
But I’m going to stop here and continue
next month. Till then, I share a prayer for
2018…
Lord, I need Your help to keep from lagging behind or
running ahead. Teach me, living in this age of instant
gratification, to wait upon, rest in, and trust You for the
transformed life You have for me. I need, love, and
thank You, Lord! Amen.

A Note from Missions
Blood drive: January 14, 2018

Here’s our final number on the Pumpkin
Patch:

Everyone is invited.....special promotion and
shout out to our youth to participate!
Total Sales

$10620.88
Our Final Profit for
Sales $3535.59
Donations $1842.24
Total Profits: $5377.83

Please mark your 2018 calendars for January 14th when
the Blood Mobile will be returning to LHUMC.
Times are from 8:00am 12:30pm.

This money goes to the rebuilding fund.

Again,

thank you to all of those who donated Items for us
to sell, for those who signed up for the shifts and

worked, for all those who were always on call to fill
in when needed. To Marcus Arnold for the pallets,
for The Whitaker/Williams team who fed the workers

when

the

pumpkins

finally

arrived,

those wonderful few who came to unload that huge
truck full of pumpkin....to Cassandra for the great
publicity and a special thank you to Terri Pell who
worked long and hard to set up, coordinate, beg
and plead for the pumpkins to get here, maintain
the patch daily, sell and ultimately get rid of all the
unsold pumpkins! Great Job Terrie....you handled it
well! Betty would be proud!

We have open spots on the Mission Committee! Come join us!
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DIRECTOR: CHRISTEN THIBODEAUX

All children's Sunday school classes are
upstairs in the CFC at 9:45.
Nursery is available every Sunday during
the 8:30 & 10:45 service upstairs.
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is
true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives
whole again. It is useful for training us
to do what is right.” - 2 Timothy 3:16
God wants us to know what's in the Bible and where to find it. God's Word is
alive! It's not an ancient book that's
out of date and no longer important in
today's world. The Word of God is
filled with wisdom and knowledge. The
Word of God still speaks to us, it speaks
to people picking it up to read for the
first time, and it speaks to people who
have read it all their lives. You can never
read it enough, and you can never learn
enough from its pages. The Bible is described as a sword. It can cut us deep,
showing us what's wrong with our lives
so we can fix it. It can also defend us
and save us from sin. Just like a sword
takes practice to use, we need to practice using God's Word.
We are learning the Bible is a powerful
tool for life. It's a weapon to fight
temptation, and it's an instruction book
for following God. Open it, read it,
study it, apply it. it's that easy : )

J.A.M. ~ We are very excited to be back at
our church!! We are meeting in the CFC until
the children's area is complete in the other
building. Drop off and pick up under the covered porch in the back. Please note the time
change on Sunday's from 5:30-7:30. Below
is our schedule through July.
Join us for J.A.M. from 5:30-7:30pm on these Sundays!*
January 7th ~ No JAM (Undecorate for Christmas, potluck
lunch)
January 14th ~ Celebration Sunday
January 21st ~ JAM
January 28th ~ JAM
February 4th ~ No JAM, Superbowl
February 11th ~ JAM
February 18th ~ JAM
February 25th ~ JAM
March 4th ~ JAM
March 11th ~ No JAM, Spring Break
March 18th ~ JAM
March 25th ~ JAM
April 1st ~ No JAM, Easter
April 8th ~ JAM
April 15th ~ No JAM, Youth Slowpitch Showdown
April 22nd ~ JAM
April 29th ~ No JAM, Youth Sunday
May 6th ~ JAM
May 13th ~ No JAM, Mother’s Day
May 20th ~ JAM
May 27th ~ No JAM, Memorial Day
June 3rd ~ JAM, End of School Year Party at Church (Kids
in 5th grade will move up to youth on this date)
Summer Wednesdays begin! 6:00 to 8:30pm
June 6th starts Summer Wednesday’s 6:00 to 8:30
June 13th ~ No Youth or JAM, FUGE
June 20th ~ Youth & JAM
June 27th ~ Youth & JAM
July 4th ~ No Youth or JAM, 4th of July
July 11th ~ No Youth or JAM, Join us for VBS July 9-

13!

July 18th ~ Youth & JAM
July 25th ~ Youth & JAM

T h e
s t a f f
would
like to
thank
you all for the generous Love offering. We all appreciate it and
look forward to another year serving the Lake Houston UMC family.

Please consider joining us for the next Bible study beginning
January 9th at
12:30pm. The title is
Battlefield of the Mind. Books are available
for $10 (scholarships available). Sign up
sheets are located next door by Treasurer’s
office, you can call to sign up - 291-324-1541,
or email Ann at :
Prayer@lakehoustonUMC.com

Usher Help
Needed
If you like to greet
people, give a hug,
and generally be a
welcoming member
of Lake Houston
UMC - ushering IS the job for you. Please
contact Ann Whittington for the 8:30 service and Fred Baker for the 10:45 service. Thank you

We Collect POP TABS

For Ronald
McDonald
House
I want to say "Thank You" to everyone
who so generously saves pop tabs from soda, soup, etc. cans
for Ronald McDonald House!! (There is a jar for them in the
Sanctuary kitchen and the CFC.) This is a big help for Ronald
McDonald Houses everywhere! They have made many thousands of dollars from this program to help families who need
to stay in these Houses while their children are hospitalized
near by.
Our church has saved a lot of tabs to help them
throughout the years. It is an on-going mission of ours. Thank
you and God Bless you for it! Sincerely,
Judy Cox
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General Giving
General Fund
Shoebox Shipping
Sunday School Literature

11/19
$6,424

11/26
$4,289

12/3
$7,621

12/11
$6,496

12/17

12/24

$8,488

$10,336

$734
$72

Monthly Budget Needs

$35,422

$35,422

Collections Month to Date

$28,515

$32,967

Actual Month to Date Expenditures

$29,652

$35,564

YTD Budget Needs

$388,643

$424,065

Collections Year to Date

$334,895

$367,862

Actual Expenditures Year to Date

$351,837

$387,400

Attendance

228

148

161

164

169

There is one who scatters,
and yet increases all the more,
And there is one who withholds
what is justly due, and yet
it results only in want.
The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters
will himself be watered.
Proverbs 11:24-25

Each month LHUMC
partners with Huffman
First Baptist to provide a
food pantry for the community.
Participants are required
to reside in the Huffman
ISD. They are allowed to
go once per month.
The food bank is open
Tuesday and Thursday
from 9am - 12 noon.

As of December 9, 2017- We have paid $140,075.86
since the original loan of $200,000 in November 2011

Balance on Phase I loan as of December 9, 2017
Is $59,924.14
Projected Pay-Off Date July 2022

to stock the shelves with
the following items:
Tuna
Diced Tomatoes
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Pasta
Jelly
Canned Meat
Soup
Canned Chicken
Macaroni Noodles
Canned Veggies
Canned Ravioli
Macaroni and Cheese
Canned Fruit

Attention Travelers: The
small soaps, shampoos and
other personal items that
you find in hotel rooms are
great items to donate to the
Any nonperishable food
food pantry. These items
are kept in a basket on the item is appreciated as
well as toiletries.
counter so that those that
need the items can help
themselves. If you would
bring these items home
with you when you travel,
then you can donate to the
food pantry. Just a way to
help without spending any
additional funds.

Our church is responsible

140,075.86

318
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Communion
Rail Offering For January:

Local Benevolence

2018
S u n

M o n

8:30am- Worship
9:45 am - Sunday
School
10:45am -Worship

T u e

T h u

Wed

F r i

S a t

6:30pm - 8:15pm Youth

7:00pm- Prayer and
Bible Study

5:30pm -7:30pm J.A.M.

5:30 pm- 7:30 pm
Youth Sunday Funday

1

2

3

4
Methodist
Men 7pm

5

6

9
LHCW 10am

10

11

12

13

Happy New
Year!!
Office Closed
7
No JAM or
YOUTH

8

Prayer
7:00pm
15

16
LHCW 10am
AA 6:00pm
Prayer
7:00pm

17

18

19

20

21
LHCW soup
sales

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

14
Blood Drive
8:00am 12:30pm
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Benji—4 yr. old with cancer—Tiffani Whitaker’s request
Tessa Busby Blake—Hit
by car while riding bike—
Amy Soto’s request
Dianne
Branin—Lung
cancer, surgery pending
Benjamin Cart—MD Anderson, colon cancer procedure 12/1—Tommy Whitaker’s cousin
Cliff Chappell’s Family—
Died in Nov., Brother died
12/31—Robin Collier’s request
Jessica Chau—Removed
tail bone 12/27—George
Wilkinson’s daughter
Lesley
Clemmons—
Testing 2 spots on thyroid—
Daralyn Schubert’s niece
Jack Coble—Cracked vertabrae—Linda Davis’s father
William
Cordova—
Physical therapy following
surgery 11/13 on broken arm
Sharon Crump—Referred
to MD Anderson 12/27
Delores Culver’s Family
–Died 11/28—Nel Dupree’s
sister
Kenny
Dreis—Hosp.,
heart failure—Ginny Guntrum’s brother-in-law
Sybil Echeverri—Breast
cancer, radiation & hormone
therapy—Cynthia
Adams’
mom
Ellis
Family—God
knows—Kelly
Freeman’s
request
Michelle Esters—Surgery
12/20, major abdominal
issues—Pam Mason’s request
Sue Flahaut—Chemo continues, tumor gone? - Marlene Fletcher’s request
Edward Fudge’s Family—Died
11/25—Frank
Coats’ request
Cindy
Granier—Home,
started rehab following foot
surgeries
Tracey Gray—Breast can-

Jerry & Ann Sparks
Anthony Thompson

cer, bone marrow procedure
pending—Chips
&
Jane
Fountain’s daughter-in-law
Cindy Greenlee—Cancer,
seeking treatment plan—
Cathy Frasier’s request
Hannah
Hanz—
Concussion following fall
Lincoln
Herbert—Tx.
Children’s Hosp., bronchitis—Gayla Broeker’s request
Glinda Jackson—Cancer—
Christen Thibodeaux’s mom
Gary Jordan—Successful
hernia surgery 12/13
Justin Lankford—Severe
pain, needs neurologist—
Tiffani Whitaker’s brother
Joyce
Lloyd—Cancer,
markers up, bad chemo resumes
Ken Lloyd—Flu
Bill McCanless’ Family—
Died 11/22—Janice Saucier’s
request
John Travis McNeill—
God
knows—Sherri
McNeill’s son
Baby Messinger’s Family—Died in womb—Pamala
Messinger’s grandbaby
Garrett Morris—Ulcer &
digestive issues
Oma Dell Morris—Home
following successful hip replacement surgery 10/23
Chris Quaid’s Family—
Died 12/16—Pamala Messiger’s request
Sherry
Sarfoh—
Recovering from brain surgery—Ray Freeman’s request
Terry
Smith—L.O.W.,
flood victim—Tiffani Whitaker’s brother
Judy Soto—Hosp., fell,
couldn’t get up—Jess Soto’s
mother
David
Stephenson’s
Family—Died with liver
cancer—Kelly
Freeman’s

request
Heidi Swanson—Tumor
growing, surgery not an option—Cathy Frasier’s sisterin-law
Lynne & Buddy Townsend—Hurricane
Harvey
displaced victims
Kai Watson—4 mon. old,
breathing difficulties—Evette
Isbell’s grandson
Diane
Welch—Cancer
throughout body, new hope
at MD Anderson—Gayla
Broeker’s cousin
Ann
Williams—Kidney
function improving
David Williams’ Family—
Died 12/28—Amy Soto’s request
Jeri
Willis—Dementia
from Vitamin B deficiency—
Tiffani Whitaker’s aunt
Scott
Willoughby—
Recovering from double lung
transplant—Louis
Cascio’s
cousin
Jolene
Wilson—Chemo
working
Hayden Winters—Hosp.
Doris Wood—Rehab following mild heart attack
All Flood Victims & their
families
California Fires
Our Church
Our Nation
Homebound
Jane Allen
Harlan Broeker
Jack Bruner—Northeast
Hosp.
Mike & Sue Groves
Vera
May—Northeast
Hosp., fell
Billie Medley
George Messinger
Carl & Sherrill Poteet
Nita Regan
Jack Sherer

Remember to pray for those in service to our Lord, especially ~ Mike and Jessica

Our Armed Forces
William (Brad) Ballard
Matt Bardwell
Sabrina Bardwell
John L. Belsha III
John V. Brahm
Richard Brahm
Grant H. Bruner
Roger Cassman III
Shailynn Cassman
Marcus Allen Colburn
Michael Stanton Cyr
Ean Davis
Bryan Dodd
Shawn Paul Dyer
Taylor Frasier
Allan Garies
Daniel Garies
Christopher Hall
Devin Haynes
Scott Heavin
Jason Heinrichs
Josh Higdon
Eddie Hillburn
Nate Hoag
Nick Lange
Brian Lilly
Nate Martin
Dustin Matthies
Joshua Matthies
Mike McDermott
Christopher Travis
McGinnis
Alton Moore
Thomas Moreno
Paul Musachia
Chris Neuendorff.
Jesse Neuendorff
Kris Casy Pelley
Chris Pummill
Tony Sharts
Colton Shirley
Eric Tapp
Jarrod Tatom
Ryan Vollemaere
David Walker
Austin Whittington
Jacob Whittington
Whitt Whitton
Andrew Wickes
Austin Wickes
Jenny Wickes

Vegetable Soup &
Cornbread

The Lake Houston Christian Women will host their annual vegetable
soup, cornbread and brownies
lunch
For More information about Lake
Houston Christian Women please
contact:
Ann Williams at 281-324-2169
We will meet January 9 @ 10am

January 21.
Available after both services.
Take out or eat in.

$5.00

Donations appreciated

