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stories of angels appearing to tell of wondrous
happenings about to take place, to think of God
coming to earth in the form of a helpless baby,

Dear friends,

Greetings in the but we remember that God is coming again, and
name of the Lord Jesus we are to be ready.
Christ!

Christ will come to set the world aright.

As I am writing

this at the beginning of Christ has come to set the captives free.

Cap-

the week of Thanksgiv- tives to addiction, captives to resentment, caping, I’m grateful to be completing another year tives to prejudice and ignorance and hatred – all
as pastor of Lake Houston United Methodist can be set free by an encounter with the living
Church.

This church has shown such heart and Christ.

courage in the face of such adversity. Since the

What does it look like to encounter the

end of August, when the waters filled our fields Risen Christ?

Maybe it looks like approaching

and buildings, the church and the greater com- 7,000 sandwich meals for the Huffman Food Panmunity have shown what it means to love God try by Mission: Serve; maybe it looks like 80
and to love neighbors. Our friends at Community Thanksgiving Baskets, with the makings of them
Baptist Church have opened their doors for our stored in the shell of what was once our Sanctunew Jesus and Me (J.A.M.) and provided a place ary; maybe it looks like 67 boxes being dropped
for them to meet as we move forward.

This off for Operation Christmas Child, and that’s not

church and many others have contributed finan- all of the boxes that have come from our church;
cially to our recovery, and we have moved step maybe it looks like Adopting a Family for Christby step forward as we deal with the aftermath of mas; maybe it looks like facing adversity and
loss and opportunity by the flood.

floodwaters and making the sign of the Cross and

The first Sunday in December will be the kneeling in prayer.
first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the
church year.

Many of us enter this December tired.

Advent is a time of remembering Many are tired of not living in our homes, tired of

the coming of Jesus into the world as well as the dealing with construction decisions.
anticipation of His coming again.

Many of us

The church face challenges, known and unknown to others.

year and the corresponding lectionary readings But we are here, and we are together, and we
allow us to move together through the life of Je- look for Christ in the beauty of the living.
sus.

The four weeks of Advent move through

readings foretelling the coming again of the Lord
and then the coming of the baby in Bethlehem.
It is so beautiful and comforting to hear again the

Even so, come Lord Jesus.
Faithfully in Jesus Christ,
Pastor Frank

The Prayer Corner
God,

by Janie Webster

joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit... The

through Dr. Elijah sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. A broken and conStansell, has issued our church a
divine challengeto clearly identify
and declare WHAT we’re planning to restore and rebuild, plus WHO we’re hoping to transform- to move

trite heart, O God, You will not despise.
I Corinthians 2:16- But we have the mind of Christ and
do hold the thoughts (feelings and purposes of His
heart.
Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore...in view of God’s mercy, we

from our past and present into our future, and to move, at LHUMC offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to You, God- this (letting You change us) is our
through God in us, from BEYOND what we’ve BEEN,
into all He wants us to BECOME. In regard to this chal-

spiritual act of worship. We no longer conform to the

lenge, we’re watching God confirm His plans and pur-

pattern of this world, but are TRANSFORMED by the

poses for us through His Word, His Church, His Spirit...

renewing of our minds (by abiding in Your Holy Word).

And in this Prayer Corner article, I’ll simply share some Then we will be able to test and approve what Your
will is, Lord God- Your good, pleasing, and perfect
of those confirmations for us to ponder and say, proclaim and pray- in the unity of Christ’s Body and in ex-

will.” (As Pastor Frank prays Romans 1-2 at the conclu-

pectation that God will bring what He says to pass...

sion of each Sunday service, Lord, so we’ll say/ pray
them, too, as we look to NEW BEGINNINGS with You...)

Truth from Experiencing God Study1)- We cannot stay where we are and go with God.
2)- Will God ever ask us to do anything we can’t do?
Yes, ALWAYS!! We have to offer ourselves to God, to do
things through us that only HE can do- so HE can receive the glory.

FINALLY- Let’s believe and proclaim that God can
bring a whole church to a sense of unity about His Will
for our future, as promised in Romans 15: 5-6 May You
the God Who gives endurance and encouragement give
us at LHUMC a spirit of unity among ourselves as we
follow Christ Jesus, so that with 1 heart and mouth we

3)- When a church allows God’s presence and activity

may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

to be expressed, a watching world will be drawn to

Christ.

Him.
Truth from the Bible, God’s Word-

Ephesians 5: 14

-16a- Wake up, O sleeper (church), rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you. Be careful how you walk,
not as unwise, but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity (of your time)...
Psalm 51:10, 12, 17- Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me...Restore to me the

We are now taking orders for
your Poinsettias.
You can take
them home with
you after Christmas Eve services. The cost are
$10 each. Poinsettia envelopes are on the back
wall between the restroom doors or on the
back table by the kitchen.

A Note from Missions
THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE
SUCCESS OF THE 2017 PUMPKIN PATCH!
Although we had only 2 weeks to sell this year, our results were still good.
As promised, every penny of the sales will be contributed to the rebuilding of our church! As well, several of
you made items for us to sell at the Patch since we didn’t have a Fall Festival
this year. This increased our revenues for the Patch. Thank you to those who
made salsa, popped popcorn, made potholders, wreaths, scarves, coasters,
decorative pots and more! So many people contribute to the Patch from set
up to take down and your efforts are recognized and so appreciated.
A HUGE thank you to Terrie Pell – the 2017 Pumpkin Patch Coordinator! I
know she put in many hours before during and after the patch closed. A job
well done! Thank you Terrie!
Exact numbers to be published but it was just over $5100.00 As well the Mission committee will donate additional funds to the rebuilding fund.

Please mark
your 2018
calendars for
January 10th when the Blood
Mobile will be returning to
LHUMC.
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CHILDRENS

Thank you to everyone who

DIRECTOR: CHRISTEN THIBODEAUX

fill

Are there lots of gifts under your tree? Have you looked to see

Operation

Christmas

Child shoeboxes each year.

how many of the gifts have your name on them?

Sharing the good news of

I know a little boy who checked the presents under the tree

God's love and the true meaning of Christmas

every day. As he checked to see if any new presents had been

will change so many hearts and

added, he grouped the presents together according to the

in need around the world.

bless children

names on the gifts. Then, after he had them arranged, he
.

The Joy of Christmas is found in Sharing. "What

One day, he discovered that his sister had more gifts under

should we do then?" the crowd asked.

the tree than he did. He became very upset and ran into the

John answered, "The man with two tunics

kitchen where his mother was preparing dinner.

should share with him who has none, and
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the one who has food should do the
"Katie has more presents under the Christmas tree than I do!"

same." Luke 3:10-11

the little boy cried. Then he turned and ran from the room. He
went to his room, closed the door, and sat pouting. He couldn't
even enjoy the Christmas season because he was so upset that
someone else had more gifts under the tree than he did. What
this little boy did not understand was that the real joy of
Christmas is not in how many gifts
we receive, but in sharing what we have with others.
John the Baptist was sent to prepare people for the coming of
Jesus. He told them to repent of their sins and prepare their
hearts for the coming of the promised Messiah "What should
w e

d o ? "

t h e y

a s k e d .

John answered them, "If you have two coats, give one of them

J.A.M. ~ We meet on Sunday's from 5:00 7:00 at Community Baptist Church. (20615 FM
2100, Crosby, 77532)

Remaining dates for the year

are December 3rd and 10th. We anticipate be-

ing back at our Church January 2018.

to the one who has none.

A HUGE thank you to Community Baptist
That is the same message we need to hear today as we look

Church for opening their children's area to us

forward to Christmas. If we want to experience the real joy

on Sunday nights. We are able to keep our

that Jesus wants for us, then we must learn to share! By sharing what God has so generously given to us, we will receive an
even

greater

gift

--

the

gift

of

joy.

Heavenly Father, help us to learn that it is in giving that we
receive the greater gift, Amen.

evening program going because of their generosity.
If you'd like to volunteer to help, contact
Christen at children@lakehoustonumc.com.

REMINDER ...
All 2017 donations
need to be in the
church office or
postmarked no later
than December 31,
2017. Checks brought to the office in
January but dated December will NOT
be recorded as 2017 donations.

Usher Help
Needed
If you like to greet
people, give a hug,
and generally be a
welcoming member
of Lake Houston
UMC - ushering IS the job for you. Please
contact Ann Whittington for the 8:30 service and Fred Baker for the 10:45 service. Thank you

We Collect POP TABS

For Ronald
McDonald
House
I want to say "Thank You" to everyone
who so generously saves pop tabs from soda, soup, etc. cans
for Ronald McDonald House!! (There is a jar for them in the
Sanctuary kitchen and the CFC.) This is a big help for Ronald
McDonald Houses everywhere! They have made many thousands of dollars from this program to help families who need
to stay in these Houses while their children are hospitalized
near by.
Our church has saved a lot of tabs to help them
throughout the years. It is an on-going mission of ours. Thank
you and God Bless you for it! Sincerely,
Judy Cox
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10/22

General Giving

$5,010

General Fund
VBS
Monthly Budget Needs

$5,832

11/5

11/12

$9,522

$8,038

$48
$35,422

$35,422

Collections Month to Date

$31,341

$17,560

Actual Month to Date Expenditures

$30,890

$13,355

$3554,222

$389,644

Collections Year to Date

$306,380

$323,940

Actual Expenditures Year to Date

$322,185

$355,540

YTD Budget Needs

Attendance

There is one who scatters,

10/29

146

213

176

and yet increases all the more,
And there is one who withholds
what is justly due, and yet
it results only in want.
The generous man will be prosperous,
And he who waters
will himself be watered.

since the original loan of $200,000 in November 2011

Proverbs 11:24-25

Each month LHUMC
partners with Huffman
First Baptist to provide a
food pantry for the community.
Participants are required
to reside in the Huffman
ISD. They are allowed to
go once per month.
The food bank is open
Tuesday and Thursday
from 9am - 12 noon.

Balance on Phase I loan as of October 9, 2017
Is $62,737.02
Projected Pay-Off Date August 2022

to stock the shelves with
the following items:
Tuna
Diced Tomatoes
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Pasta
Jelly
Canned Meat
Soup
Canned Chicken
Macaroni Noodles
Canned Veggies
Canned Ravioli
Macaroni and Cheese
Canned Fruit

Attention Travelers: The
small soaps, shampoos and
other personal items that
you find in hotel rooms are
great items to donate to the
Any nonperishable food
food pantry. These items
are kept in a basket on the item is appreciated as
well as toiletries.
counter so that those that
need the items can help
themselves. If you would
bring these items home
with you when you travel,
then you can donate to the
food pantry. Just a way to
help without spending any
additional funds.

Our church is responsible

As of November 9, 2017- We have paid $137,262.98

177
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Communion
Rail Offering For December:

Ministerial Alliance

2017
S U N
8:30am- Worship
9:45 am - Sunday
School
10:45am -Worship

M O N

T U E

T H U

Wed

F R I

S A T

6:30pm - 8:15pm Youth

7:00pm- Prayer and
Bible Study

5:30pm -7:30pm J.A.M.

5:30 pm- 7:30 pm
Youth Sunday Funday

Order your
Poinsettia
$10

1

2

3

4
UMW

5
AA 6:00pm
Prayer
7:00pm

6

7 UMM 7pm 8

9

10

11

12
LHCW 10am
AA 6:00pm
Prayer
7:00pm

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7pm

24
10am service
6pm and
11pm
services
31
9 am Brunch
10 am service

25
Merry Christmas!!
Offices closed

26
AA 6:00pm
Prayer
7:00pm
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William Cordova—
Surgery 11/13 on broken arm
Sybil
Echeverri—
Breast cancer, radiation and hormone
therapy—Cynthia Adams’ mom
Ellis
Family—God
knows—Kelly
Freeman’s request
Glinda
Jackson—
Cancer—Christen
Thibodeaux’s mom
Peter
Jacquot—
Transportation issues
following accident
Jill—Delicate
ear/
skull surgery pending—Barry and Wendy
Watson’s request
Ray
Jones—Heart
attack—Cassandra
McGregor’s request
Gary Jordan—Heart
concerns,
Surgery
pending
Tyler Lankford
Jeff
Lawson—
Memorial Hermann
Woodlands
ICU—
Motorcycle accident,
improving—Kim
Gore’s brother
Joyce
Lloyd—
Cancer, markers up,
chemo resume
Oma Dell Morris—
Home following successful hip replacement surgery 10/23
Roy Owings—Rehab

at home for broken
wrist—Dorothy
Brown’s brother
Ashley
Reed—
Gallbladder surgery
pending—James
Reed’s daughter
Colton
Shirley—
Sprained ankle, graduation delayed—Wanda
Baker’s grandson
Devalan
Taylor—
St omach
cramps,
needs fiber—Dorothy
Brown’s grandson
Lynne Townsend—
Memorial City Hosp.,
Total Hip replacement
10/30
Dia ne
W e lc h —
Cancer
throughout
body—Gayla Broeker’s
cousin
Jolene
Wilson—
Chemo working
Richard Wilson—
Rehab—James Reed’s
request
Doris
Wood—
Kidneys and glaucoma
Ron Zumwalt—Well
being—Sherri
McNeill’s request

All Flood Victims
and their families

Our Church
Our Nation
Homebound
Jane Allen
Harlan Broeker
Jack
Bruner—
Northeast Hosp.
Delores Culver
Vera May
George Messinger
Carl Poteet
Nita Regan
Jack Sherer
Jerry
and
Ann
Sparks
Anthony Thompson
Our Armed Forces
William (Brad) Ballard
Matt Bardwell
Sabrina Bardwell
John L. Belsha III
John V. Brahm
Richard Brahm
Grant H. Bruner
Roger Cassman III
Shailynn Cassman
Marcus Allen Colburn
Michael
Stanton
Cyr
Ean Davis
Bryan Dodd
Shawn Paul Dyer
Taylor Frasier

Remember to pray for those in service to our Lord, especially ~ Mike and Jessica

Allan Garies
Daniel Garies
Christopher Hall
Devin Haynes
Scott Heavin
Jason Heinrichs
Josh Higdon
Eddie Hillburn
Nate Hoag
Nick Lange
Brian Lilly
Nate Martin
Dustin Matthies
Joshua Matthies
Mike McDermott
Christopher Travis
McGinnis
Alton Moore
Thomas Moreno
Paul Musachia
Chris Neuendorff.
Jesse Neuendorff
Kris Casy Pelley
Chris Pummill
Tony Sharts
Colton Shirley
Eric Tapp
Jarrod Tatom
Ryan Vollemaere
David Walker
Austin Whittington
Jacob Whittington
Whitt Whitton
Andrew Wickes
Austin Wickes
Jenny Wickes

Lake Houston Christian Women
would like to thank everyone who
supported our Holiday Baking
Fundraiser; we raised $1,050.00
which will go to Flood Relief.

For More information about Lake
Houston Christian Women please
contact:
Ann Williams at 281-324-2169
We will meet DEC. 12th @ 10am

Our next event will be our Veggie
Soup/Cornbread lunch which will
be held in January; date and details
will be announced later, so watch
for it. It is our only annual fundraiser which funds our organization
to be able to serve our church and
community.
Ann Williams

LHUMC Church Family –
For the Trustees our primary focus has been the restoration of the church buildings.
Our Repair / growth priorities were agreed between the Trustees and the Building (aka Growth) committee.
1. Repair the CFC (sheetrock, paint, vinyl tile in rooms, grind/stain the lobby and main floor) ~$38K (Fund from Rainy
day/Donations)
2. Repair Church Offices and classrooms including relocation of the staff offices to the west wing to allow east wing to become childrens wing (nursery, children’s church, future mothers day out) ~$45K (fund from sale of FM2100 ROW)
Demolish Sanctuary and build new 4000sf Sanctuary to seat 280-300 people ~$500K (fund via capital campaign)
Current Status
CFC sheetrock, paint, door trim and VCT are complete. There are a few items the contractor will have to correct. The floor
grinding work started Monday and will finished by end of the week. The floor will “theoretically” be ready for use this Sunday
but fumes from the urethane top coat may be too strong to allow occupancy. This will have to be assessed on Saturday. The
last step will be installation of the base trim in the lobby and main room. I expect this to be complete by Dec 15.
Plans have been drawn up for the church offices and childrens wing. We still have a few details to finalize. With the funds the
UMC district has provided we will be able to proceed with that work. Expect to start with the sheet rock and paint in December. We’ll get the new church offices constructed so we can move the staff in and then let the contractor have the rest of the
building.
The Sanctuary is the biggest job. The vision is a building that is not only large enough to seat 300 people but one that also
has excellent curb appeal and will help us attract the people necessary to fill it up! Cost is $500K so a significant and well
organized capital campaign will be required. In order to make this a reality, we will need to commission a very well designed
capital campaign to pursue funding from church organizations, charitable organizations, non-profits, our community and our
members.
The sale of the FM2100 ROW to the state of Texas is proceeding….slowly. We have signed a contract and agreed on a
price. Net proceeds will be $145K. Some of those funds will be needed to relocate our digital sign and reconfigure the front
parking lot but the majority will be available to fund the Sanctuary.
It has been confirmed by Alamo Title Company that we do not own the ROW on the north property. They were able to provide
survey and documentation that positively confirm our property boundary.
These are exciting times as we Restore, Rebuild and Transform!
Submitted by Brett McGregor, on behalf of Trustee’s Committee

Lake Houston UMC December
Services and Activities
December 17 - No Youth
December 20 - Youth Caroling 6:30pm
December 24 - One service at 10:00am
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service
6:00pm
December 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service 11:00pm
December 24 - No youth/JAM
December 25 - Merry Christmas!! - Offices
Closed
December 31 - 9:00am Brunch
December 31 - One service at 10:00am

