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the lives of millions through the centuries. What
does it mean to follow Jesus? What do we do?
How do we act? How do we learn to rely on the
Holy Spirit? How do we learn to trust God and

Dear friends,

let go?
Greetings in the
name of the Lord Jesus
Christ!

During

the

month of July we have been looking at some of
the more difficult passages of the Bible, passages about the sacrifice of a promised son from
Genesis and passages from Romans about the
failure of living the Christian life on our own.
Abraham and Sarah (originally Abraham and
Sarai) had been promised a son in their old age.
Their son would be the first of a great nation that
would bless the entire world, and yet the son did
not come, year after year.

Finally, Sarah gave

birth to Isaac when Abraham was 99 years old.
A few years later, the Lord asked Abraham to
sacrifice his son. The sermon, “Reckless Faith”,
spoke of believing in God beyond reason, of developing a faith beyond what we could see.
We began our series on Paul’s book of Romans, moving through Paul’s brave admission
that all too often he did not live the life he
claimed, did not do the things he wanted – we
can’t live the Christian life on our own.

We are all part of God’s creation, and Romans 8:19 says that all creation waits “with eager longing” (the Phillips translation says “on tiptoe) for the revelation of the children of God.
God is moving, beyond what we can see and beyond what we can understand, but God is moving, and moving forward.

with confidence, knowing that whatever befalls
us, God is with us and will not leave or abandon
us.
I’d like to issue a challenge to all of us,
including me, to invite people to church.

be part of worshiping the Lord here at Lake Houston United Methodist Church! Each month we’ll
recognize those who have been inviting folks to
come, and let’s be intentional about connecting
with folks we don’t know. Good News can travel
fast, and there is Good News in the hope and
forgiveness, the new life and the new opportunities found in our Lord and Savior!

matter of grace. Romans 8 begins with the in- Faithfully in Jesus Christ,
for those in Christ Jesus – it is not our proper
behavior that saves, but Christ!

In August we’ll

move more through this book that has shaped

Let’s

be intentional about inviting folks to come and

It’s a

credible promise that there is no condemnation

We can look ahead

Pastor Frank

The Prayer Corner
There is always much- there
are always manyfor us to pray for!
But this month,
the
Lord
has
placed a particular group of people on my heart. These young men and women grew up
in our church, but are now gone. They’re gone because
God’s called them into missionary service. And if you’re
not an “oldster” here, who’s attended Lake Houston
UMC for a good number of years, then I know you’ll be
interested to meet them!
Have I mentioned that my husband Bob and I became part of this church family, as newlyweds, in
1971? And we raised our 3 now-grown daughters here.
When our 2 youngest were in high school, the youth director was a wonderful woman named Patty Mayeux.
Patty’s two daughters both became missionaries by
marrying missionaries. Patty’s oldest daughter, Becca,
married Dr. Paul Gray, and they served together, under
Global Outreach International, in Soddo, Ethiopia for
several years- until Paul became extremely ill, to the
point of near death, and they had to return to the U.S.
for treatment he couldn’t receive in Africa. The Grays
and their children Nathan & Lydia currently live in the
Dallas area, where they’re grateful for your prayers that
they be fully renewed and shown if and when they need
to return to overseas missions.
Then, you may be better acquainted with Patty’s
youngest daughter, Jessica, and her husband Mike Frechette. They were both here just a few weeks ago, to
introduce their baby girl, Naomi, to us, and to update us
concerning their ministry in West Asia with Wycliffe Bible Translators. Jessica and Mike’s very specific and
immediate need is for finances, because Wycliffe requires them to be at full support before they can return
to West Asia. Without full support, they won’t be able to
continue with the invaluable translating and group leading they’ve been doing among people who so desperately need the Lord. Both Mike and Jessica are involved in multi-ministry that they fervently pray won’t be
terminated.
At the same time our 2 daughters and Patty’s girls
were in her youth group, so was a boy named Stephen.
You probably know Stephen’s parents, Melanie and Carroll Taylor, who’ve been a vital part of our church family
for years. Stephen and his wife, Kristen, live out of
Knoxville, TN with their 4 little ones, Seth, Silas, Rosalie,
and Eliza Jane, where Stephen teaches and he and
Kristen work with YWAM, an international soul-winning,
making-a-huge-difference-in-the-world organization

by Janie Webster

called Youth With a Mission. The Lord has also given
the Taylors hearts for wise use of our God-given natural
resources, through developing sustainable food systems. In a recent update, Stephen said, “We invite you
to pray with us as we plan on how to best make use of
the home and land God has given us.”
Whereas the above-mentioned missionaries are in
their 30’s, God continues to call young people from out
of this church family! Just a little over a year ago, Ruth
and Hunter Helton (in their 20’s) and their twin baby
boys, Michael and Taran, were called to minister at
Black Forrest Academy in Germany. (Ruth is the oldest
child of our previous pastor Charles Jordan.) Hunter
teaches missionaries’ children who live at the boarding
school academy. The parents of those children can
minister with peace of mind, wherever God might send
them, in the knowledge that their children will be well
loved and well-taught at Black Forrest Academy. Unfortunately, like the Frechette’s, the Heltons have recently
determined that they won’t be able to finish their ministry commitment with their current levels of support, so
they’re trusting the Lord, their Provider, to move hearts
for the funds they need.
Finally, I want to re-acquaint you with Stacey and
Ryan Williams and their brand-new baby boy Zachary.
You may recall that Stacey’s a long-time friend of Pastor
Frank, and she and Ryan visited not too long ago in order for us to meet Zachary. The difference between
their missionary work and the work of the others, is that
the Williams are part of Global Missions with the United
Methodist Church. So the Methodist church has sent
them to the Congo, their place of ministry, and they
don’t have to raise financial support. Nonetheless,
they’re in a foreign land, with foreign ways and tremendous needs, so they, too, would be deeply grateful to
know they’re in our prayers.
I hope that having this list of names and needs will
help us know how to pray for our missionaries. They’ve
answered God’s call to go. We can answer His call to
pray. We can answer His call to support & encouragein countless different ways… Plus, we can praise Him
that we’re each an integral part of amazing ministry that
connects us all across the many miles!!!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Father, it warms our hearts to see that LHUMC is a
birthing ground for missionaries! Don’t stop calling us,
Lord! And in the name of Jesus, please give us ears to
hear and desire to go. Let us be like Isaiah who answered, “Here I am, Lord, send me.” Send us next door,
or around the corner, or around the world... Wherever,
Lord, we go with, through, and for You. Always and forever!! Amen.

A Note from Missions
The Mission committee is beginning to see Orange, Pumpkins and long
for that first cool breeze that sometimes comes in October!
As you may or may not know, we began to transition the Patch last year
with Terrie Pell joining our committee and she assisted Betty in almost
every aspect of how the Patch is ran. Betty actually sought out her successor last year and began working with her during the 2016
Patch. Betty had planned to go see her sister this fall so she made sure the Patch would be covered in 2017. We miss Betty tremendously. We are busy making sure we run this year’s patch
in a way she would be proud of.
You may not be aware of the history of the Pumpkin Patch.....
In about 1996 the pastor at that time, Jim Flagg, took an idea for a Pumpkin Patch to the
Board. Shirley Thomas said the board would not even consider a pumpkin patch and flat out
said “NO!” She thinks they thought it was going to cost the church money to do this.
So Shirley knew that her grandkids had access to a Pumpkin Patch where they lived and loved
the patch....so she told Jim – and I can just see Shirley saying this “You just let me investigate
and little further and see what I can find”
So the next year, Shirley had gathered her facts and presented her findings to the board. The key point....”It won’t cost you a thing but
you will make money off the patch”. That was it! She received approve to start at Pumpkin Patch at Lake Houston United Methodist
church.
So Shirley did start that patch and ran it for about 10 years until she had some medical problems in 2006. By her side until that time,
always working the Patch had been our dear Ginny Guntrum and Betty Frisk....so when Shirley needed to attend to her own medical
needs and have some surgery, Betty volunteered to take over. And what a tremendous job she has done for the last 10 years in that
role herself.
The goal of the Patch has always been to allow us to serve our community and beyond thru the money missions makes on the
Patch. 10% of all revenues go back to the church. We’ve also funded several project within the church from a rug in the nursery, to
books for Stephens Ministry, support of our “kids” that are missionaries, etc.
So we are very lucky to have Shirley to guide us and carry on this long – standing tradition, as well as Ginny – our number one faithful volunteer who probably know every aspect of how to run it to – and a notebook that’s been passed down and amended thru the
years.
So fear not! The Patch will go on! Pumpkins have already been ordered, we have the date and an alternate date for delivery. We are
working on plans to support Terrie as our coordinator with lots of help from the committee to run the Patch this year...

FAMILY PROMISE TEAM

So THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!

And just before the pumpkins arrive.....we will have the honor of hosting our
next rotation of Family Promise beginning September 24, 2017 to October 1, 2017. Here’s what is currently going on with the families:
Denise - Jalaya (g, 10) and Semaj (b, 7) Denise is doing great, and is applying for some great jobs!
Stephanie- JaVarious (b,9) JaVonnie (b,23 months), Timothy (b, 4 months) - Mom is working on getting daycare.
Tonya - Ariel (g, 13) - We are still looking for daycare for Ariel This last session we only had one family for a brief time as Carole Brady director was
traveling. We had a very special week to really get to know Denise and her kids. Denise
shared with me that if the timing works out, she wants to graduate during our next rotation so she can be at our church for that celebration....she started the program with us
and she’s like to celebrate her graduation with us....what a honor that would be.
Please plan to join us the last week of September for Family Promise....sign-up sheets
are already on line with Sign up genius ---link is on the website!
Lastly, thank you for John Brahm, Carroll Taylor and Harry Piercy who are working
with a man, his wife and mother who live very close to the church. Jerry lost his job,
lost his home and is living in two travel trailers. This team is helping him put in a bathroom with a walk in tub for his mother and build a common area between the two trailers as their living area. We are blessed to be a part of helping this family thru tough
times. Please keep them in your prayers. As I often say about our Family Promise families, this could happen to any of us.

Happy 104th Birthday to
Vera May!!
Vera May celebrated
her 104th birthday at
Herman
Memorial
Northeast Hospital.
Even though she was
briefly in the intensive
care section, hospital
staff freed her
and
wheeled her into a large
room packed with family and a few friends.
For over three hours
birthday wishes and
kisses were given, stories were told and cake
and snacks were eaten.
A few days later Vera
May left the hospital to
go to her room at Regent Care.

What a remarkable woman!

I don’t even know where to
begin…..THANK YOU sounds so small
for everything you all have done for us,
for being there, for the love, the calls,
texts, the cards but most of all for the
prayers.
Not only during the last two weeks since
Wanda passed away but for all the time
during her long illness. I know I could
not have made it this far without each of
you. You have made a very difficult situation a little easier.
I will admit, I am still struggling a lot and
still need the prayers but I know with
your help and God, I’ll get through this.
THANK YOU all so much for everything
and being my church family. You are all
the best.

Please join us for a 4-week study on Colossians beginning on Sunday, August 6 at
5:30 pm
There is very little homework, no video,
but lot's of great discussion with the study
as we explore the Deity of Christ.
Please let us know if you plan to attend by
emailing robincollier1031@gmail.com.
Thanks and God bless.

Marlene Fletcher

If you are
interested
in becoming an acolyte please
contact Wendy Watson. We
have some openings available.
Thank you so much!!!

Lake Houston UMC
is happy to welcome
several new families.
They are Ken and
Cyndi Burns and children Gavin,
Natalie, Joseph Burns, Abygail Ramos. Also, joining recently were
Dave and Traci Harper, and children Mya, Davan, Emily, and Aiden. We are so glad you chose to be
a part of the LHUMC family.

Thank you to everyone who
helped with VBS by praying, planning and participating! It takes every part of the Church to make VBS happen and we did it, together! I had a multitude of help every
night and such enthusiasm from all my volunteers. It was an
incredible week!
HUGE Thank you to Cassandra McGregor for never leaving my
side. You were my constant friend that I could count on
through it all. You are a blessing!
- Christen Thibodeaux

CHILDRENS
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DIRECTOR: CHRISTEN THIBODEAUX

Reminder: CPR ~ August 12th 9:00 am Cost $35.00 each

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN'S CHURCH HELPERS!

August 20th ~ Blessing of the Backpacks

August 6: Ms Ginny / Lizzy Burkhart
Do you remember the joy of discovering for the first

August 13: Martha Johnson

time "in all things God works for the good of those who

August 20: Lark Rhodes

love him" (Romans 8:28) Do you remember the hope and

August 27: Emma Thibodeaux

the relief you felt, the love and confidence you gained in
the knowledge that someone greater than yourself is in
control? Though we struggle with worries, setbacks, and

Acolytes for August:

even tragedies, greeting each day with the understanding that God works in all situations gives us the motivation and comfort we often need to carry on with our

August 6 - Ella Thibodeaux
Samantha Soto
August 13 - Jamey Jordan

lives.
Children are well acquainted with worries, fears and disappointments of their own. But what they are not often
skilled at is looking beyond their circumstances to see
God's hand in each situation. In children's church we

Kami Jordan
August 20 - Brinn Rhodes
Samantha Soto
August 27 - Clara Johnson
Trace Watson

are learning that God makes everything turn out great in
the end. We are discovering the joy of knowing and
praising a God who works in all situations!

J.A.M.
Wednesdays
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Children's Church
helpers are needed
during 2nd service.
Duties will include helping prepare snack & craft,
walking children to the restroom or be an extra
set of hands. Please know that you can help as often or little as you'd like. Remember our Volunteers are vital to help our children grow in Faith.

Christmas in June and July
Seafarer's Christmas Box
Seafarer's Christmas boxes are distributed by the Lou Lawler Seafarer's Center to
Ships arriving at the Port of Houston after Thanksgiving. Collection boxes for needed items are in
The CFC and sanctuary. The boxes have a pocket containing the list of needed items.
(The list has not changed). Sturdy shoe boxes and Christmas wrapping paper will be needed for completing the
project.
Pack items in a shoe box. FILL the shoebox will any of the items.
EX: Comb, deodorant, disposable razors, shaving cream, toothpaste and
toothbrush, lotion and lip balm, band-aids, cap, heavy warm socks, paper and envelopes, pen or pencil, playing
cards, puzzles or games, soap and shampoo, anything useful.
A completed box or individual items may be put in the big boxes
in the CFC or sanctuary by August 14.
Sponsored by United Methodist Women

UMCOR Health Kits are distributed in disaster areas throughout
the world by the United Methodist Committee on Relief. United
Methodist Women take the kits to Lakeview Conference Center
in September. The collection boxes in the CFC and sanctuary
have a Pocket containing the needed items and instructions.
Items will be collected until August 14.
Please join us in collecting items for these Methodist projects. Work day is scheduled for Monday, August
15 to complete the projects. You are welcome to join us at 10:00 am.
United Methodist Women
Sunday, August 14 is deadline for individual items or full boxes. Please

Bring to the Church by Aug 14

Health Kit Items Value: $12 per kit
Place these items inside a zip-lock, one-gallon plastic bag. Expiration dates at least 6mo in advance
1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", No kitchen towels)
1 washcloth
1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)
1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)
1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) NO Jergens or Ivory due to moisture content
1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, No child-size brushes)
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
Toothpaste
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
$1 to purchase the specific toothpaste needed
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General Giving

6/25

7/2

General Fund
Building Use
Bible Study Literature

$5,527

$6,776

7/9
$8,701

7/16
$6,846

Sunday School Literature

$50

VBS

$30

There is one who scatters,
And there is one who withholds
what is justly due, and yet

$35,323

Collections Month to Date

$29,278

$21,426

$32,509

$20,522

YTD Budget Needs

$211,847

$247,170

Collections Year to Date

$186,535

$207,961

Actual Expenditures Year to Date

$195,076

$215,598

Attendance

it results only in want.
The generous man will be prosperous,
And he who waters
will himself be watered.

135

163

154

As of July 16, 2017- We have paid $127,390.70
Balance on Phase I loan as of July 9, 2017
Is $72,609.30
Projected Pay-Off Date March 2023

to stock the shelves with
the following items:
Tuna
Diced Tomatoes
Peanut Butter
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Pasta
Jelly
Canned Meat
Soup
Canned Chicken
Macaroni Noodles
Canned Veggies
Canned Ravioli
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Fruit

Attention Travelers: The
small soaps, shampoos and
other personal items that
you find in hotel rooms are
great items to donate to the
Any nonperishable food
food pantry. These items
are kept in a basket on the item is appreciated as
well as toiletries.
counter so that those that
need the items can help
themselves. If you would
bring these items home
with you when you travel,
then you can donate to the
food pantry. Just a way to
help without spending any
additional funds.

Our church is responsible

200

since the original loan of $200,000 in November 2011

Proverbs 11:24-25

Each month LHUMC
partners with Huffman
First Baptist to provide a
food pantry for the community.
Participants are required
to reside in the Huffman
ISD. They are allowed to
go once per month.
The food bank is open
Tuesday and Thursday
from 9am - 12 noon.

$56

$35,323

Actual Month to Date Expenditures

and yet increases all the more,

$155

Youth Food
Monthly Budget Needs

Usher Help
Needed
If you like to greet people, give a hug, and generally be a welcoming
member of Lake Houston
UMC - ushering IS the job
for you. Please contact
Ann Whittington for the 8:30 service and Fred
Baker for the 10:45 service. Thank you

We Collect POP TABS

For Ronald
McDonald House
I want to say "Thank You" to everyone who so generously saves pop tabs from soda, soup, etc. cans for Ronald
McDonald House!! (There is a jar for them in the Sanctuary
kitchen and the CFC.) This is a big help for Ronald McDonald
Houses everywhere! They have made many thousands of
dollars from this program to help families who need to stay in
these Houses while their children are hospitalized near by.
Our church has saved a lot of tabs to help
them throughout the years. It is an on-going mission of ours. Thank you and God Bless you for
it! Sincerely,
Betty Frisk and Judy Cox
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Communion
Rail Offering For August:

Seafarer’s Boxes

2017

8:30am- Worship
9:45 am - Sunday
School
10:45am -Worship

M O N

T U E
7:00pm- Prayer &

5:30pm -7:30pm J.A.M.
5:30pm - 8:30pm Youth

Bible Study

6:30pm- Choir

July 30
Blood Drive

July 31

2
1
AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7:00pm

6

7
Missions
6:30pm

8

13

14

15

Seaman and
UMCOR
donations due

UMW Work Day
10:00am

20

F R I

S A T

3
Methodist
Men 7:00pm

4

5

9

10

11

12 First Aid
9:00 am
Please
Preregister

16

17

18

19

21

22
23
AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7:00pm

24

25

26

28

29

Blessing of the
backpacks
27

T H U

Wed

AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7:00pm

AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7:00pm

AA 6:00pm
Prayer 7:00pm

30
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Sheana
Arrington—Divorce, housing issues—Website
request
Owen Blackmor—
Shriners’ Hosp., 9 yr.
old, burnt, 39 skin
grafts—Harry Piercy’s
request
Harlan Broeker—
Skilled nursing facility, IV antibiotics,
wound care
Dorothy Brown—
Physical rehab for 2
weeks
Gem
Cerrato—
Kindred Hosp., bone
infection—Gayle Hanz’
sister
Sybil
Echeverri—
Heart cath 7/25—
Cynthia Adams’ mom
Brooke Ferrara—
Tests, head & neck—
Chips & Jane Fountain’s granddaughter
Miles
Frasier—
Home recovering from
major open heart surgery—Lee
Frasier’s
brother
Paul Gatlin’s Family—Died—Peggy Gatlin’s husband
Judy
Gonzalez—
Broken hip, blood
clots—Sharon Mikolajczak’s request
Kim Gore—C-section
scheduled 7/28
Tracey
Moore-

Anthony Thompson

Gray—Cancer—Chips
& Jane Fountains
daughter-in-law
Ruth
Holloway—
Stage 4 cancer—Janie
Webster’s request
Andy
Howard—
Home recovering from
successful liver transplant, heart complications—Daralyn Schubert’s request
Glinda
Jackson—
Cancer—Christen
Thibodeaux’s mom
Andrea
Kline—
Ongoing testing, waiting to see neurologist
in Sept.
Wanda
Knight’s
Family—Died 7/9—
Marlene Fletcher’s sister
Melvina Landolt’s
Family—Died 7/4,
Daralyn
Schubert’s
aunt
Bill Laurents—Stint
7/19, aneurysm surgery pending
Kenneth
Lloyd—
Surgery for detached
retina 6/14, again 7/19
Gary
Matheny—
Neck problems
Vera
May—
Successful pacemaker
7/19

Billie
Medley—
Home with heath concerns
Sherrell/Wiggins
Family—Son died in
car accident 7/20—
Renee Andrew’s request
Jo hn
Shirley —
Surgery 7/12, broken
hip—Wanda Baker’s
request
Heidi
Swanson—
Radiation for brain tumors—Cathy Frasier’s
sister-in-law
Buddy Townsend—
Back surgery 5/15, not
doing well
Jolene Wilson—San
Jac Hosp., isolation,
low white blood count
& fever
Our Church
Our Nation
Homebound
Jane Allen
Harlan Broeker
Judy Champagne
Delores Culver
Joyce
&
Kenneth
Lloyd
George Messinger
Carl Poteet
Nita Regan
Jack Sherer

Remember to pray for those in service to our Lord, especially ~ Mike & Jessica

Our Armed Forces
William (Brad) Ballard
Matt Bardwell
Sabrina Bardwell
John L. Belsha III
John V. Brahm
Richard Brahm
Grant H. Bruner
Roger Cassman III
Shailynn Cassman
Marcus Allen Colburn
Michael Stanton Cyr
Ean Davis
Bryan Dodd
Shawn Paul Dyer
Taylor Frasier
Allan Garies
Daniel Garies
Christopher Hall
Devin Haynes
Scott Heavin
Jason Heinrichs
Josh Higdon
Eddie Hillburn
Nate Hoag
Nick Lange
Brian Lilly
Nate Martin
Dustin Matthies
Joshua Matthies
Mike McDermott
Christopher Travis
McGinnis
Alton Moore
Thomas Moreno
Paul Musachia
Chris Neuendorff.
Jesse Neuendorff
Kris Casy Pelley
Chris Pummill
Tony Sharts

